
1 - If a product specification 
already exists

The operator is invited to get in contact 
with the corresponding ODG for identifi-
cation purposes. The second step will in-
volve an on-the-spot visit by the control 
body selected by the ODG, to ensure that 
the chosen specifications can indeed be 
complied with. Should this be the case, 
the operator receives approval. 

The operator can then produce SIQO 
products in line with this authorisation, 
as long as he or she is in compliance 
with the specifications and associated 
control plan. The operator will be in-
cluded on a list of authorised produ-

cers and will be a member of the ODG. 
He or she will be required to carry out 
self-checks and be submitted to offi-
cial controls carried out by the control 
body, as well as to internal controls im-
plemented by the ODG. In the case of 
non-compliance with the specification, 
the operator may face penalties that 
could lead to the withdrawal of his/her 
approval.

Organic Farming products: as the speci-
fication is European and there is no ODG, 
the operator is required to contact the 
control body directly for approval. 

A list of control bodies is available on:
 www.inao.gouv.fr

2 - Recognition process 
	
Every new SIQO application or amend-
ment to the specification for an existing 
product is examined by INAO. This ap-
proach must be carried out by a group 
of operators, which must be recognised 
as an ODG.

The relevant INAO territorial delegation 
(list and addresses of INAO local offices 
available on www.inao.gouv.fr) provides 
guidance and support for the group of 
producers or the Defence and manage-
ment body, by formalising the file for 
SIQO recognition of a product or by re-
vising an already existing specification.

Any operator (producers, processors…) involved in the agricultural or foodstuff sector 
wanting to market SIQO products must identify the product concerned and the sign 
being sought for. If there is a specification describing the production process and 
the characteristics of the product, the operator is invited to examine it and contact 
the corresponding ODG (Defence and management body) (1). If the specification 
required for SIQO status does not exist or has not been drawn up to date, the ope-
rator will be required to draft a new specification and to draw up the statutes of the 
corresponding ODG (2).

 Main components of the process  
of producing SIQO (official quality 
and origin signs) products
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The application for recognition or for 
amendment of an existing specifica-
tion is subject to an elaboration and 
validation process (see below). Profes-
sionals and public authorities review 
suggested proposals step by step. The 
drafting of new specification or revision 
of specifications will then be open to 
public consultation so that all the actors 
potentially involved in such a project 
can express their views thereon.

A control plan is drafted by a control 
body, selected by the ODG, at the same 
time as the specifications. It is validated 
prior to the specifications or modifica-
tions coming into force.  

Following approval of the specification 
at a national level, the specification (or 
modified specification) will then be 
transmitted to the European Commis-
sion for European registration (except 
for Red Label and Organic Farming pro-
ducts for which there is no equivalent 
at the EU level).
 

Specifications sent to the Ministry  
of Agriculture and publication  
(Official Journal of French Republic 
publication, following approval of the 
control plan and ODG recognition).

Specifications specify the product’s specificity, the production  
geographical area (for AOC/AOP - Controlled/Protected designation  
of origin – and IGP products (Protected geographical indication),  
rules and regulations governing production and processing methods. 

3
APPROVAL

Initial exchanges with INAO  
and advice leading to the dossier 
being filed by the applicant (producers 
organised within an ODG).

ODG (Defence and management body): a group of professionals involved in the production,  
processing or preparation of a SIQO product and responsible for protecting and managing this product.

1
PRE-EXAMINATION 
PHASE

Dossier examination  
(including draft specification) by 
INAO (a “team” led project).

Issuing of an acknowledgement  
of receipt.

DOSSIER CONTENTS  1/ application letter  2/ project presentation, motivation, 
technical and economic impact  3/ application file for recognition of the group as an 
ODG 4/ specification draft  5/ document regarding product control and conditions of 
production and, where appropriate, a control plan.

NATIONAL COMMITTEE: INAO’s deliberative body responsible for recommending the recognition 
of products likely to benefit from SIQOs and for revising existing specifications.

The dossier is presented to an INAO 
competent national committee (and 
regional committee for AOC wines) that 
initially makes a decision regarding the 
launching of the examination.

Alongside the work carried  
out by the Commission of Inquiry, 
work will be undertaken by  
the applicant, his/her control body 
and INAO departments regarding the 
control of the conditions of production 
outlined in the specifications.  
The control plan is examined by INAO 
departments before approval.

Examination by the INAO national 
committee of follow-up in the event 
of objections and approval of the 
modified specifications in case of 
accepted objections.

Issuing, by the applicant, of project 
information in the press.

Approval by the INAO national 
committee of the draft specification 
and recommendation given on the 
draft ODG recognition decision.

Examination of the application  
by a Commission of Inquiry 
appointed by the national committee 
accompanying the project throughout.

Public consultation of the project 
for a period of 2 months (National 
objection procedure - PNO).

2
APPLICATION  
EXAMINATION

�Specifications sent to the European 
Commission for European registration 
purposes.

Registration of the geographical  
term through publication in the 
Official Journal of the European Union.

Examination by the Commission and 
exchanges with the Member State.

Public consultation (European 
objection procedure) 3 months.

Publication of the validated 
specifications in the Official Journal of 
the European Union for any objections 
by other Member States.

Deadline for validation  
of the monitoring plan.

4
EUROPEAN  
REGISTRATION

  The process, step by step 


